


Oakland School is an independent boarding and day school for 
bright children ages 6 to 13 with learning and attention issues.

We may be a perfect fit your child to reach his or her full potential.

Let Potential Take Root



Your child’s academic and social success is paramount. 

Children with learning or attention issues often find traditional 
school settings extremely challenging. At Oakland School, we 
understand that some children learn differently and tailor our 
academics to the unique strengths and challenges of each child.

Students graduate from Oakland with a 
love of learning, sense of self-worth, and 
respect for themselves and others. 
Founded in 1967, Oakland School has been helping children 
with reading, writing, attention, and organizational learning 
differences for over 50 years. Together, we can help your child 
build a strong foundation for future success.

Growing Together



Quick Facts

STUDENT-TEACHER RATIO

1:1 individual instruction
5:1 average class size

ENROLLMENT

25 to 40 boarding and day 
students year-round

Up to 110 campers each summer

FACULTY

Range of experience: 16-44 years
Average experience: 24 years

SPECIALTIES

Dyslexia, dysgraphia, ADHD/ADD, 
and executive functioning issues

Tuition

Day students: $29,675

Boarding students: $50,950

Includes cost of summer session

Tuition assistance is available

Sample Schedule

The school day is divided into ten 35-minute periods to balance rigorous 

instruction targeting individual student’s academic needs with movement 

and independence. Below is a sample schedule for an Oakland student:

 Morning drop-off for day students

  Concepts class (daily)

 One-to-one instruction (daily)

  Instructional math session

 English

 Lunch

  Physical education (daily)

 Math practice session

  Reading

  Study Skills: Class with focus in social studies or science

  End of classes

  Extracurriculars

8:45 AM:

9:00 AM:

9:45 AM:

10:30 AM:

11:15 AM:

12:00 PM:

12:45 PM:

1:30 PM: 

2:15 PM: 

3:00 PM: 

3:35 PM: 

4:15 PM: 



Oakland believes in developing the whole child. Using our simple 
yet effective pedagogy, we’ve helped countless students with 
language-based learning differences build confidence, exceed 
expectations, and take on even greater challenges after Oakland.

Simply Extraordinary 



At Oakland, we understand the challenges of a 
mainstream education for our students. We create 
a safe space for children to understand that their 
brains work a little differently. 

We teach children not just what 
they need to learn, but also the 
strategies that work best for them.

With individualized academic programs, daily  
one-to-one instruction, and an ungraded curriculum, 
our school focuses on students’ individual learning 
style, interests, and motivators so they develop self-
esteem and a positive attitude toward school. 

After Oakland, parents find the changes in  
their child nothing short of remarkable.

Our Proven Method

50+

35

450

years empowering students 
with learning differences

minutes of daily one-to-one 
instruction at a minimum

acres on our bucolic, farm-like 
campus in Charlottesville, VA 



The Oakland Way

1:1 INSTRUCTION INDIVIDUALIZED 
LEARNING PLANS

INTENSIVE READING 
INSTRUCTION

UNGRADED 
CURRICULUM

CHARACTER 
DEVELOPMENT

SUMMER CAMP OUTDOOR 
OPPORTUNITIES

SMALL CLASS SIZES MULTISENSORY 
APPROACH

Created by our founder, Margaret G. Shepherd, the Oakland 
Way consists of ten simple tenants that empower students with 
learning and attention differences to unlock their potential.

EQUESTRIAN 
PROGRAM



He came to you a confused child with an uncertainty 

about his academic future and left a young man full of self-

confidence and goals. He recently told someone, ‘I love to 

read,’ a statement we would not have heard two years ago.

OAKLAND PARENT



Core Academics

Reading
A core focus at Oakland, reading is an essential building block in 
a child’s education and has been an integral part of The Oakland 
Way since inception. Recent research shows a nearly three-year 
total reading gain in an Oakland student’s first year. 

English
As a student’s reading level improves, his or her schedule 
expands to include English. More skilled readers will also be 
enrolled in both a writing and grammar class. Our small classes 
and individualized attention helps students learn to love writing.

Math
Oakland students receive an instructional math class and a 
guided practice period so students can know right away if they 
are on track. With small groups of six to eight students, our math 
classes employ a multisensory approach with prompt feedback.

Study Skills
Content courses, such as science or history, are taught as 
Study Skills classes to equip students with a robust toolkit. 
From note-taking to test preparation, we cover skills that don’t 
come naturally to most children with learning differences



Enriching Our Students
Beyond our core curriculum, we engage our students in a variety of topics and activities 
in and out of the classroom in order to develop well-rounded, curious children.

Art History

Community Service Club

Drama

Book Club

Expressive Arts Club 
for Young Women

Creative Writing

Game Club

Music History

Cooking Club

Health and Wellness

Fitness Club

Concepts
Students begin each school day with a Concepts 
course designed to strengthen their appreciation 
of the arts, encourage self-expression, establish 
healthy habits, and practice new skills.

Extracurriculars
After school, students can explore new 
interests and hobbies through afterschool 
extracurriculars offered every weekday. 

Character Counts

At Oakland, we believe education extends 

beyond the classroom. As part of our 

Character Counts initiative, we weave our six 

Pillars of Character throughout the school day 

and maintain high behavioral expectations.

TRUSTWORTHINESS

RESPONSIBILITY

CARING

RESPECT

FAIRNESS

CITIZENSHIP



“We certainly wanted the best for our son. We never imagined, 

however, that the best educational environment for him 

would be at a boarding school. Nevertheless, the progress and 

confidence he exhibited while at Oakland’s summer program 

convinced us that the best place for him to flourish holistically 

was indeed Oakland.”

OAKLAND PARENT



Deciding on a boarding school is a big decision, and 
we are here to help make sure that our residential 
program is a right fit for your child. 

Boarding at Oakland is designed to enhance each 
child’s personal growth and happiness and work in 
concert with his or her individual instruction plan.

Our boarding program allows 
children to mature and become 
more self-sufficient.

Parents routinely remark on the transformation 
they see in their children as a result of Oakland’s 
immersive boarding program.

Boarding at Oakland

“I am so grateful to have 

found you and Oakland 

School. Thank you from 

the bottom of our hearts.”

OAKLAND PARENT



Our Equestrian Program
An integral part of The Oakland Way, our equestrian program 
teaches students not only how to ride, show, and care for our 
horses but also develops students’ confidence, responsibility, 
and empathy along the way.

Typically, students ride with a particular horse for the year to 
encourage a special bond between horse and rider. Horses 
and riders are matched by size, experience, and personality. 

75% of all students include 
riding in their schedule

40 acres of fenced pasture 
plus several beautiful trails

$0 more for students to 
receive riding instruction



The summer camp at Oakland school is a rare find! My son 

started summer camp struggling with reading and in just 

23 days we saw significant jump that surpassed two years 

of tutoring. The program is well-thought-out and balanced 

to include lots of fun activities such as horseback riding 

and sports, in addition to academics.”

OAKLAND PARENT



Summer Camp
Included as part of tuition, our five-week summer 
camp combines intensive academics with 
traditional summer fun, such as horseback riding, 
swimming, archery, arts and crafts, and more.

Upward Lift

Students who are non-readers or significantly 

behind grade level are enrolled in Oakland’s 

acclaimed Upward Lift program. This intensive 

five-week program includes three 50-minute 

periods of reading daily and can improve a 

child’s reading level by up to one year or more.

Camp Details

Daily 1:1 instruction

English, reading, phonics, and math

Small class sizes

Swimming with certified instructors

Equestrian program

Day and boarding program

Children ages 6-13

Included in year-round school year

Dear Mom and Dad,

After being here for three weeks, I want to stay 

in the ‘land of Oakland!’ Can I stay at Oakland 

during the upcoming school year? Mom, I 

know you’ll be okay without me.

Love, Your Son

OAKLAND STUDENT



Whether you’re interested in starting the application process, visiting 
our campus, or attending an open house, we’d love to hear from you. 

Get in Touch

information@oaklandschool.net434.293.9059

oaklandschool.net facebook.com/oaklandschool

mailto:information@oaklandschool.net
https://www.oaklandschool.net/
https://www.facebook.com/OaklandSchool/



